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on the fields, but is gathered only to be scat-
tered in beauty and nourishment, with some
reservation of seed for the next season.

We   can  see now,  taking  nature  as our
exemplar, that hoarding is not a characteristic
of the cultural process.    You may advertise
in   every   paper   on  earth offering  a large
reward for a specimen of the cultured miser,
and you will have no honest applicant.    An
art-collector is not necessarily an  artist; a
librarian   is   not   necessarily an  author.    A
room stuffed with costly bric-a-brac should not
be exhibited with pride by its owner but with
humility, for it is more certainly a testimonial
to vulgarity than to culture unless accompanied
by an apology.   This does not mean that all
collecting (in a room or in one's  head) is
vulgar; it applies only to  the room or the
brain that has only one door, and that opening
inwards.   There are people to whom a little
collection is a burden because it is a cul-de-
sac in which we get, not the flying odours of
flowers on the breeze, but the stench of stag-
Ration. There are others to whom big museums
and libraries would be as feathers because
balanced  by  their   outflow,  not necessarily